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We take a look at the Cheshire Building Society’s latest

premises in Manchester’s up-market shopping district.

You might expect a building society to
look out of place in the centre of Manchester’s
most fashionable shopping district, but you
would be wrong in the case of Cheshire
Building Society's new flagship branch.
Located on the corner of King Street and
Cross Street, the branch occupies the historic
Eagle Star House building and sits snugly
alongside names such as Diesel, Tommy
Hilfiger, Karen Millen and Armani

The installation which takes the number of
Cheshire Building Society branches in the
Northwest up to fifty-two was completed by
Cheshire based designers Claremont Group
Interiors. With a brief to provide a blueprint for
‘a branch for the future’, Claremont was
appointed to find a solution that was both
modern and able to integrate new technology
within the branch. However, the real challenge
in redeveloping the Edwardian baroque
building was how to develop a design that
suited to the modern needs of the Cheshire’s
customers while remaining sympathetic to the
classical features of the Grade Il listed building.

Before any of the new work could be carried
out, Claremont had the challenge of removing
three safes, a steel reinforced floor and a half-
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