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clean
sweep

Multi-national firms with
global brands have some
pretty clear aims when it
comes to fitting out their
offices. Not least the need
to shout out who they
are. Mike Barnard visits
Reckitt Benckiser’s new
offices in Slough

ou probably know more about Reckitt
Benckiser than you think. They are the

epitome of ‘blue chip’ with operations in 60
countries, sales in 180 countries and global
net revenues in excess of £3billion. They're
big business, but you’ll know them best for
products such as Finish, Airwick, Dettol,
Harpic and Vanish. They're all over the world
and under your sink as well.

They're also in Slough, down a street off
the long Bath Road that cuts through the
town. This is where you will find their
recently refurbished global HQ for
information services which is now home to
some 240 people and an occasional home for
Reckitt’s peripatetic global workforce after
dropping in down the road at Heathrow.

The seeds of the refurbishment were sewn
back in 1999 following the merger of UK
company Reckitt and Coleman, the
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developer of Dettol amongst other
products, with the Dutch industrial chemist
Benckiser, known for the development of
Calgon. As the merger settled down with
the relocation of staff from bases in Holland
and nearby Windsor and the company
began to expand, it had to rethink its
property strategy. The original Global HQ
had been designed to accommodate growth
of up to 25% but after five years staff
number had grown to such an extent that
some 18 months ago it was decided that the
company’s information services staff needed
their own home.

The development of the new building
was led by Reckitt Benckiser’s office
services manager Sendra van Roon working
with interior fit-out led by Louise
Barraclough and David Day of Claremont
Group Interiors,Van Roon believes the
most important thing was to make sure that
there was a good fit between the new
building and the company’s existing
property. ‘The greatest task was to ensure
the new offices did not have a separate IT
company feel,' she says. "We worked closely
together along with the IS Vice President to
put a design brief together that was even
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